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CHILDREN’S BOOK ON FATHER SOLANUS CASEY IS NOW AVAILABLE 
Detroit, MI (November 7, 2007) – Good Morning, God:  The Story of Fr. Solanus Casey, Capuchin Friar, a new children’s book authored by Gaynell Cronin with Capuchin friar Jack Rathschmidt and illustrated by Capuchin friar Michael Gaffney, is now available at the Solanus Casey Center. 
“We wanted children to have a colorful, easy to read book that captures the holiness of Father Solanus,” co-author friar Jack Rathschmidt explains.  “Father Solanus’ life was holy because he listened to others with compassion and kindness.  These are lessons that children can understand.  We wanted to convey Father Solanus’ attention to creation, family, people in need and his attention to God.”

“We can all emulate Father Solanus,” book illustrator friar Michael Gaffney adds.  “Father Solanus’ devotion to his family…whether it was his Wisconsin family with 15 brothers and sisters or his Capuchin family with brothers from New York to Montana…he was a brother to everyone he met.”

Capuchin friar Jack Rathschmidt concludes, “That’s what made Father Solanus so special, so holy.  He made everyone he met feel so special.”

Good Morning, God:  The Story of Fr. Solanus Casey, Capuchin Friar is the fifth book that nationally known religious educator, author, and speaker Gaynell Cronin has teamed with Capuchin friar Jack Rathschmidt.  They have also created over fifty children videos. 

The illustrations were created by Capuchin friar Michael Gaffney, an artist who also works with photography, printing, drawing, painting, and sculpture. 

The book is geared to children ages 3-10.  It is big enough for parents and grandparents to hold and read and easy enough for 10 year olds to read themselves.

It is available for $4.95 and can be purchased through the Solanus Casey Center gift shop by calling 313-579-2100.  Each book is autographed by Brother Mike Gaffney, the illustrator.   
Solanus Casey was a beloved Capuchin Friar credited with miraculous cures and valued for his wise and compassionate counsel. He faithfully served by providing soup for the hungry, kind words for the troubled and a healing touch for the ill.  Today, work is underway seeking sainthood for Father Solanus.  

Inspired by the holy life of Father Solanus, the Solanus Casey Center opened its doors in 2002 in order to lead visitors on a spiritual journey.  More than 200,000 people come to the center each year for prayer, to nurture the spirit, and to visit the Venerable Solanus’ tomb.
The Solanus Casey Center and the Father Solanus Guild are Capuchin ministries and are a part of the Capuchin Province of St. Joseph, headquartered in Detroit which serves Capuchin ministries worldwide.  www.solanuscenter.org       www.solanuscasey.org
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