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Official Announcements
Appointments announced by the Chancery Office (all effective July 1)

Rev. Peter Mitchell, from the 
Diocese of Lincoln, Neb., to Parochial 
Vicar at St. Peter the Fisherman Par
ish, Two Rivers.

Rev. Jewel Aytona, C.P.M.,
has completed his appointment as 
Chaplain at The Shrine of Our Lady 
of Good Help, Champion.

Rev. James Walling, C.P.M.,
to Chaplain at The Shrine of Our 
Lady of Good Help, Champion.

Deacon James Trzinski to Pas
toral Coordinator and Deacon at St. 
Paul Parish, Plainfield, from Deacon 
at St. Paul Parish, Plainfield.

Rev. Alvan Amadi to Parochial 
Vicar at St. John Parish, Antigo; Ss. 
Mary and Hyacinth Parish, Antigo; 
and St. Wenceslaus Parish, Neva.

Rev. Michael Warden to Paro
chial Vicar at St. Raphael the Arch
angel Parish, Oshkosh, and Priest 
Celebrant at St. Mary Parish, Omro, 
and St. Mary Parish, Winneconne.

NEWS BRIEFS

BOOK SHARING: “Soul-inspiring Book Sharing” 
is scheduled for 10 to 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, June 
19, at the Norbertine Center for Spirituality at St. 
Norbert Abbey, 1016 N. Broadway, De Pere. The 
suggested donation is $5. To register or for more 
information, call (920) 337-4315.

ANNIVERSARIES

MENASHA: Ted and Loretta DeKleyn, June 12, 
65th, of St. Mary.

NEW HOLSTEIN: Ronald and Dolores (Schneider) 
Reinl, May 18, 65th, of Holy Rosary.

STURGEON BAY: Louis and Rosemary Janda, 
50th, of St. Joseph.

WHITELAW: John and Jeanette Sheahan, June 13, 
60th, of St. Michael.

OBITUARIES

ANTIGO: Louis Koszarek, 87, May 25; Gertrude 
Schroepfer (of Sheboygan), 92, May 28; Richard 
Muraski (of Bryant), 63, May 29; all of Ss. Mary and 
Hyacinth. Rita (Igl) Fish (of Aurora, Colo.), 71, May 
16, of St. John the Evangelist.

APPLETON: Sedella Jacob, 97, May 18; Stanley 
Penkala, 82, May 19; Lois Bayer, 87, May 23; all of 
St. Mary.

COMBINED LOCKS: Edward H. Wulgaert, 78, 
May 16; Sharon Gonyea, 67, May 21; Jane A. 
Runnoe, 75, May 22; all of St. Paul.

GREEN BAY: John Zeise, 74, May 19; Sylvia Jaklin, 
95, May 21; both of St. Philip.

KIEL: Geraldine Schneider-Mathes, 82, May 17, of 
Ss. Peter and Paul.

NEVA: Russell Gray, 58, May 14; William Teal, 92, 
May 19; both of St. Wencelsaus.

NEW HOLSTEIN: Marie (Bittner) Wozniak, 94, May 
15; Leonard Kolbe (of Chilton), 92, May 24; both of 
Holy Rosary.

NORTHERN DOOR: Elaine Zahn (of Baileys Har
bor), 87, May 19, of Stella Maris.

STURGEON BAY: Roderick "Rod" John Chaudoir, 
83, April 28; Joyce Bissen (Manney) Shaw, 87, 
May 3; Floyd M. Jeanquart, 80, May 5; Mary Ann 
(Kohlbeck) Kiehnau, 77, May 6; all of St. Joseph.

TWO RIVERS: Donald Krizek, 57, April 29; Joseph 
Wichlacz, 84, May 7; Humphrey Chang, 68, May 9; 
Germaine Owens, 88, May 12; Louis Schultz, 84, 
May 18; all of St. Peter the Fisherman.
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Capuchin Fr. Keith Clark, director of Monte Alverno Retreat and Spirituality Center in Appleton, is pictured 
in the center's chapel.

Capuchins to end sponsorship 
of Monte Alverno retreat center

Center's lay advisory group seeks to prevent its closure

BY STEVE WIDEMAN | FOR THE COMPASS

APPLETON — Efforts are underway to find a new spon
sor for Monte Alverno Retreat and Spirituality Center 
after the Capuchin Province of St. Joseph announced 
May 28 plans to end its nearly 80-year sponsorship 
of the Appleton retreat center on Dec. 31.

Province officials cited dwindling personnel and 
financial resources as primary reasons the Capu
chins decided to drop sponsorship of Monte Alverno 
and St. Anthony Retreat Center in Marathon, located 
near Wausau, said Capuchin Fr. Keith Clark, director 
of Monte Alverno.

“If we don’t find new sponsorship we’ll just fold up, 
as far as I know. It’s just one of those unknowns,” 
said Fr. Keith, who came to Monte Alverno in 2005 
after serving as president of St. Lawrence High 
School Seminary in Mt. Calvary.

Members of a 13-member lay advisory group 
at Monte Alverno, the first retreat center built in 
Wisconsin, promise to do all they can to prevent the 
closure, said advisory board chairman Tom McMil- 
len of Appleton.

“We are certainly exploring all our options and alter
natives to closing,” McMillen said. “No decisions have 
been made and nothing is really concrete at this time, 
but absolutely we plan to keep Monte Alverno open.”

Monte Alverno, hidden within 25 wooded acres next 
to St. Joseph Cemetery, annually attracts 2,300 retreat 
and program participants, according to Fr. Keith.

The plan to pull Capuchin sponsorship of Monte 
Alverno began three years ago as part of an ever- 
changing pastoral plan and review of operations by 
the Capuchin Province of St. Joseph, Fr. Keith said.

He said friars from the province, which encom
passes the Midwestern states, meet every three years 
to form a pastoral plan.

As part of the most recent pastoral planning pro
cess, the friars directed provincial officials to “make 
the hard decisions” to deal with declining ranks of 
friars and tight finances.

“On April 30 they announced to us that in this new 
pastoral plan the province would not sponsor Monte 
Alverno,” Fr. Keith said. “The pastoral plan has 
changed many times. I am not anticipating between

now and Dec. 31 that they (province officials) are go
ing to change their minds, but I don’t know.”

The announcement Monte Alverno could close, at 
worst, or transition to new operators, at best, came 
just days after the lay advisory board approved 
raising $1 million to be donated to the Capuchins to 
defray provincial costs to operate Monte Alverno in 
future years.

“Provincial sponsorship includes providing person
nel and financial support as needed,” Fr. Keith said. 
“Provincial financial support has been needed. The 
($1 million) funding initiative is pointed toward get
ting Monte Alverno beyond the need for any financial 
support from the province.”

The retreat center currently has a staff of four Ca
puchin friars, a Franciscan nun from Manitowoc and 
five clerical, maintenance and cooking staff.

The $1 million funding initiative is one of three 
initiatives begun in the last year aimed at, ironically, 
assuring the retreat center’s long-term survival.

The remaining initiatives include attracting more 
retreat participants and developing a professional 
marketing plan for Monte Alverno, Fr. Keith said.

Provincial officials were unaware of the initiatives 
when they announced their decision to drop support 
for Monte Alverno, Fr. Keith said.

He said the initiatives will continue despite the 
announcement “but now the focus of the advisory 
board is not just to secure Monte Alverno as a min
istry of the province, but to make it attractive to an 
alternative sponsor.”

The retreat center recently began giving certificates 
to retreat participants to distribute for free retreats 
for first-time visitors, especially those in their 20s 
and 30s, to Monte Alverno.

“A lot of people have been coming here for retreats 
for 20 or 30 years. They are dying off and we’ve been 
minimally successful in attracting the younger gen
eration,” Fr. Keith said.

But 30 of 35 people redeeming the free retreat cer
tificates have been 30 or younger, Fr. Keith said.

“One was a junior in high school. I was shocked, 
but very encouraged,” he said.

MONTE ALVERNO I P5
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Totus Tuus events 
begin in June 9
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“It was something unknown to me at 
the time and (I thought) it would be a nice 
variation from my previous summer work of 
doing construction work,” he said. “I really 
enjoyed my summer last year so I decided 
when the opportunity arose again this sum
mer I would be very happy to do it again — 
working with the young kids is a blast.

“I love teaching; this is an opportunity 
to teach in a little more formad setting, a 
classroom with blackboards, usually, and 
attentive students willing to learn about 
their faith,” he added.

The students and their parents had as pos
itive an experience as he did, said Sladek. 
“The kids loved it and the parents loved it 
too. The kids thought it was a great time. We 
had almost 100 percent positive feedback.” 

This summer Kowalski will be the musi
cian for Totus Thus. “I’m looking forward 
to expanding not only my musical gifts but 
also teaching the kids through songs. Be
ing on Spiritus it wasn’t a formal teaching 
setting, it was more retreat based — giving 
sessions and talks to students who don’t 
necessarily want to be there. The opportu
nity to be with kids who want to be there 
and want to learn about their faith, I’m 
really looking forward to that.”

There’s still room for more students 
to sign up for the summer sessions and 
Sladek encourages kids to join them. “It’s a 
great week; it’s a lot of fun. It’s a great way 
to meet other people your age who have 
a common faith, especially for the high 
schoolers. It’s a great way to learn about 
your faith and have fun doing it.”
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Construction workers make progress on the roof of the Monte Alverno Retreat and Spirituality Center in 1934.

Monte Alverno seeks new sponsorship
FROM PAGE 4

Word of the possible closure came 
April 30, hours after leaders of the 
Province of St. Joseph, headquar
tered in Detroit, broke the news to 
friars operating St. Anthony Retreat 
Center in Marathon.

Monte Alverno has its roots in 
St. Anthony’s. A group of Appleton 
Knights of Columbus members in 
1923 asked the Capuchins to give 
them a retreat. The most suitable 
place at that time was St. Anthony’s, 
then a theology school for Capuchin 
seminarians preparing for ordina
tion.
Meanwhile, an Appleton woman,

Mary Merkel, agreed to donate land 
along the Fox River for a Capuchin 
retreat center.

By 1934, construction began on 
Monte Alverno, named after the 
mountain where St. Francis received 
the stigmata — the wounds of Christ 
in his hands, feet and side.

Monte Alverno, with room for 34 
retreatants, was dedicated April 
4,1935. The first retreat, with 23 
Knights of Columbus present, took 
place May 4,1935.

The popularity of retreats prompt
ed a major expansion of Monte 
Alverno in the 1960s to allow 56 
retreatants.

“There were so many people who

wanted to make retreats that every 
weekend was filled and there was a 
waiting list. Now we rarely fill the 
place,” Fr. Keith said.

In 2012, Fr. Keith preached at 
the final Mass at the closing of the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame con
vent in Mt. Calvary after 160 years.

“I started out the Mass by saying 
‘This feels a lot like a funeral,’” he 
said. “At Monte Alverno I’m hoping 
there won’t be a funeral, but if there 
is, there is. There are only two things 
certain at this point. The province 
will not continue sponsorship after 
Dec. 31 and our advisory board is 
trying to put something together al
lowing the ministry here to continue.”

Offer a special message of 
prayer & congratulations to diocesan 
priests celebrating their Jubilees!

The July 19th issue of The Compass will honor these men 
who are celebrating 65, 60, 50 and 25 years as a diocesan 

priest. Send them blessings with a congratulatory ad!

65 YEARS
Fr. Edward Nowakowski

60 YEARS
Fr. Michael Koch

SO YEARS
Msgr. Brian Coleman 
Fr. Charles Hoffman

Fr. David Kasperek 
Msgr. Mark Schommer 
Fr. Rallen Stencil 
Fr. Milton Suess 
Fr. William Van De Kreeke

25 YEARS
Bishop Frank Dewane

The deadline for space reservations is July 8, 2013.
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ADVERTISING AND MARKETING MANAGER
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Meet Your Local Reverse 
Mortgage Resource!

For many people a reverse mortgage is a solid financial 

solution. Call me today to discuss the possibilities.

Jim Cullen
Reverse Mortgage Specialist 

(920) 265-1845 Office

(920) 265-0949 ceii MSI Reverse
Your Rvvtrst Mortgage Londir of Choice

NMLS# 400155 ---------------------------------------------

Your Reverse Mortgage Lender of Choice.
Mortgage Services HI. LlC is a wholly owned subsidiary of First Slate Bnnk Member FDIC www.MSIReverse com 

I ~ I A eveiie mortgage is a loan and must be reoaid Homeowners must pay property ta*es and insurance and any
applKiole homecwrcf s association fees or dues Ccpynght 2012 Mortgage Services IU LLC a subsidiary of Firs; 
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