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according to figures released Tuesday by the U.S. Census Bureau.
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Racing Milwaukee had the eighth-highest rate of poverty among large cities in the Data On Dem
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Econom It's getting slightly worse in the city,"” said Marc Levine, director for the
Y Center of Economic Development at the University of Wisconsin-

Hea'th_ care Milwaukee. "What we're facing is a genuine culmination of two decades of

Investing economic decline and the failure of the city's leadership to confront that

Workplace decline.”
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Wisconsin's poverty rate was 11% with
581,000 state residents living in poverty,
including 192,000 children. Nearly one in
three of the state's African-American

families and a quarter of the state's Hispanic

families lived below the poverty level.

David Pate, an assistant professor in social
work at UWM, called the poverty numbers
"tragic and despairing."

"As a researcher, | do think it can turn
around,"” he said. "We need to constantly
raise awareness and raise attention."”

The average median household income in
the state was $48,772, a 3.5% increase
from 2005.

Nationally, the poverty rate fell for the first
time in the 21st century, from 12.6% in
2005 to 12.3% in 2006, while median
household income rose slightly for the
second consecutive year, to $48,201 in
2006.
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In many ways, southeastern Wisconsin mirrors what is happer
nationally - with an impoverished inner-city core surrounded k

wealthier suburbs.

Sherrie Tussler, executive director of the Hunger Task Force, ¢

Tuesday she dropped off 150 lunches for children living in poverty just a few miles from sub
shopping malls where "people are dining out routinely and can afford a $4 cup of coffee.”

"You can choose to ignore poverty very easily based on where you live," she said.

Someone like Ashford can't ignore poverty. She lives with it every day, struggling far below
poverty threshold - around $20,444 in household income for a family of four with two childre

"l don't know anyone who has money," Ashford said.

With the help of the House of Peace community center in Milwaukee, Ashford hopes to scrag
together enough food and money to survive another month and move into a new home.

"l try my best to get my grandchildren in a safe environment,” Ashford said, holding her 2-y

granddaughter Zamiliano.

Brother Mark Carrico of House of Peace said his food pantry has seen greater traffic in recen
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months.
"We've gotten down to bare bones a time or two," he said.

Linda Barnes, a social worker at the center, said she was not surprised that one out of four ¢
residents lives in poverty.

"It's still hurtful,” she said. "It really brings it into focus how bad the poverty level is, and it"
getting any better."

Yet even the city's impoverished neighborhoods are but a few minutes drive from greater we

Waukesha County had the fifth-lowest rate of poverty among large counties in the United St
with 3.9%, or 14,606 people, living in poverty. Waukesha County also had the second highe
median income in the state with $69,398.

Ozaukee County had the second-lowest rate of poverty among small counties in the United !
with 2.7%, or 2,291 people. Ozaukee County also had the highest median income of Wiscon
counties with $69,452 in 2006.

Charity Eleson, executive director of the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, said re:
of wealthier counties should be just as focused on poverty as those in Milwaukee.

"Poverty is an expensive proposition,” she said. "It costs more in terms of people having poc
care outcomes. People who live in poverty are more likely to get in trouble with the law so w
higher criminal justice costs and people at poverty aren't earning to their potential. It is a cc
of us."”

JSOnlin
Refinance Rates at 3.0%
$150,000 loan for $391/month - refinance, home equity and purchase.
www.financelower.com/refinance
Money for Nursing School?
Scholarships for nursing students Schools, scholarships, advice, more
www.NursingLink.com/Careers
House Payments Fall Again
$310,000 Mortgage for $999/Mo. Paying too much? No credit check reqd.
www.lowermybills.com
Mortgage Rates at 4.65%
$250,000 loan for $650/month. See New Payment - No SSN Rqd. Save Now!
Refinance.LeadSteps.com
Refinance at 5.7% Fixed!
$300,000 mortgage under $799/mo. All credits OK. Get 4 FREE quotes!
www.lendgo.com
Buy i
From the Aug. 29, 2007 editions of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Have an opinion on this story? Write a letter to the editor or start an online forum.
Subscribe today and receive 4 weeks free! Sign up now.
BACI
8/29/2007



JS Online: Poverty worsens in city; 26% live below the line Page 4 of 4

Helping you do it is
OUR THING

News | Business | Sports | Entertainment | Classifieds | Jobs | Wheels | Homes | Rentals
XML/RSS News Feeds (What's this?) | JSO Wireless | Careers at the Journal Sentinel

© 2005-2007, Journal Sentinel Inc. All rights reserved. | Produced by Journal Interactive | Privacy Policy

Journal Sentinel Inc. is a subsidiary of Journal Communications.

http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=653978 8/29/2007



