
2009 Retreat Theme 
God is Knocking, Open 
the Door. 
 

2009 Calendar  
Take some time to look 
at the retreat and 
reflection opportunities 
for you. See insert. 
 

Retreatants’ 
Comments 
Wonder what 
retreatants have thought 
about their time here? 
Read the article on pg. 2 
for their thoughts. 
 

Guild Donates 
Toward New Lamps 
Read about these new 
lamps on pg. 3. 
 

A Woman’s Journey 
To God Series 
Special evenings for 
women are being 
offered. Read the article 
on pg. 3 for the Oct. 
14th topic and future 
dates. 

********** 

If you or anyone you 
know wants to become 
a Capuchin, visit the 
website: 
capuchinfranciscans.org 

2009 Calendar Offers Options 
     2009 not only brings change on the 
political scene with a new President 
but also brings additional options for 
retreats at Monte Alverno Retreat & 
Spirituality Center. As you look at the 
2009 calendar enclosed with this 
Digest you will notice more 
opportunities for men and women to 
come to a retreat at the same time. 
This will open up opportunities for 
couples to come together, moms to 
come with sons, grandsons, or sons-
in-laws; dads to come with daughters, 
granddaughters, or daughters-in law, 
even the adult members of a family to 
come together making it a family 
event. 

     In addition to our regular Recovery 
retreat, Charismatic Healing retreats 
and Married Couples retreat, we are 
offering a retreat specifically for 
divorced and separated conducted by 

Marianne 
Skrobiak and Fr. 
Art Cooney, 
OFM Cap. 

     Monte 
Alverno will 
again offer the 
Advent Day and Evening of Reflection 
as well as the Lenten Days and 
Evenings of Reflection. 

     The staff at Monte Alverno has 
been very pleased to have a number 
of parishes and parish staffs come for 
planning and reflection days. 
Additional groups coming to the 
Center include the Catholic Diocese of 
Green Bay, the Episcopal Diocese of 
Fond du Lac, and the Serra Club. 

     The Center has rearranged its 
calendar in response to the increasing 
number of requests to use our 

In This Issue 

      Do you ever wonder how close you are to God? Join us for a 
prayerful weekend (or midweek) and experience how close God is to 
you! During the retreat you will be invited to pray for a deeper 
relationship with God and to make yourself available to God so God can 
touch and move you. You will hear again of the good news of God’s love 
for you and then be led in a journey to your own inner freedom, 
culminating in the Sabbath rest by getting off the treadmill, out of the 
tedium and onto the path to inner peace. The retreat is designed to allow 
participants to have a powerful experience of God’s love for them.  
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     If Monte Alverno Retreat 
& Spirituality Center has 
enriched your life or the life 
of someone close to you, 
please consider 
remembering Monte Alverno 
in your will. 

   Your generosity in this 
manner will enable the 
Center to be available to 
many more people for years 
to come. 

Calendar Options             
(Continued from pg. 1) 

facilities for meetings and retreats 
by other denominations. As 
always the Center is open to all 
who are searching for ways to 
deepen their spiritual life. If you 
know of someone or a group that 
is looking for a spiritual place in 
which to enrich their lives, be sure 
to mention Monte Alverno to the 
person or group. 

     When you consider coming to 
Monte Alverno for your spiritual 
enrichment you are reminded that 
the Center is open to all 
regardless of their ability to pay. 
Accordingly the staff at the Center 
has always kept in mind the 
economic situation facing many of 
you. For those of you able to offer 

more than our suggested offering 
for retreats and other programs, 
we are especially grateful. Your 
generosity enables others to feel 
comfortable coming to the Center 
by requesting assistance through 
the Scholarship program. 

     Due to the fees incurred by the 
Center if credit cards or debit 
cards are used as forms of 
payment and in our continued 
interest in keeping costs to you 
low, credit and debit cards will not 
be accepted at this time. Checks 
or cash are the preferred method 
of payment. For anyone wanting 
to pay in segments, an invoice 
can be provided upon request.  

      

“I’ve made many retreats here over the years. When I left home 
Friday night, my husband said I was always nicer after a retreat 
and that I should come more often!” 

“The warmth and friendliness of all the staff; they make you feel 
like family coming home.” 

“The healing service was outstanding. I want to thank you for     
allowing me to make this retreat even though I was unable to pay 
the full amount.” 

“The quiet retreat was a new and wonderful experience for me. 
The silence made me more aware of my God.” 

“This is a weekend that I needed! Too much going on around me-
this weekend allowed me TIME to sit back and smell the roses and 
receive some much needed inspiration!” 

“This retreat was so meaningful for me during this very troubling 
time in my life.” 

Retreatants’ Comments 

Fr. Keith Clark, OFM Cap, 
Director 

Fr. Art Cooney, OFM Cap 

Fr. Adrian Staehler, OFM 
Cap 

Sr. Marlene Weber, FSPA 

Br. John Kocian, OFM Cap 
 

   Most of the preaching staff 
are available for spiritual   
direction as well as private 
directed retreats. Contact 
Monte Alverno Retreat & 
Spirituality Center for more 
information. 

Preaching 
Staff 



     A Woman’s Journey to God 
Series: “Hearing the Music Beneath 
the Words” presented by Vinal Van 
Benthem, SFO, and Sr. Marlene 
Weber, FSPA, on Oct. 14, 2008. 

     We live in a fast-paced world 
and it is difficult to find anyone who 
will listen. Sometimes a person 
simply needs to talk with someone 
who offers a listening ear. How can 
we find “soul friends” who hear 
beneath the words? How can we be 
“soul friends” to one another? Come 
to share your thoughts, to be heard, 
and to listen to others. 

   Future Evenings: Apr. 28 & Oct. 
20, 2009. Contact Monte Alverno. 

Special Evening 
Program for Women 

montealverno.org thecapuchins.org 

Lamps Purchased by Guild 
    The Monte Alverno Retreat 
Guild is a group of dedicated 
women who raise money for 
the needs of the Center. The 
annual benefit raffle is con-
ducted by the Guild. 

     Recently the Guild became 
aware of the need for better 
lighting in the bedrooms. At their May meeting the ladies 
donated $1,000 towards the needed 67 lamps. Pictured 
above (left to right) is Sr. Marlene Weber with the current 
Guild officers, Bernice Rudolph, Elaine Kurrey, Helen    
Wittman, and Jane Dorn, as they inspect one of the lamps. 

     Monte Alverno is appreciative of all the work of these 
women and their dedication to the Center. 

     The lamps cost $68 each. Anyone who wants to buy a 
lamp or contribute toward the purchase of one is welcome 
to do so. Simply mark your donation  “Lamps” and it will be 
applied to the fund for the lighting needs of the Center. 

and retreats for a variety of 
parish groups who were    
looking for some guidance  
and a peaceful place to reflect 
on their own ministry. Her  
ministry has been greatly     
appreciated. We also have 
people who come to make private retreats or di-
rected retreats on their own schedule.  
     Monte Alverno and its staff are a spiritual re-
source. We are “the quiet place in the valley.” 
We can serve almost any Christian individual or 
group wanting to get off the treadmill, out of the 
tedium and onto the path to inner peace.  
     Check out our website, montealverno.org, to 
see not only what will be coming but also what 
has happened at the Center these past months. 
If we can serve you or your group in any of these 
ways, we would be delighted. 
             Fr. Keith 

      You’ve probably noticed the several changes 
and additions to our calendar of events and the 
programs we offer here at Monte Alverno. The   
decisions to make these changes and additions are 
dictated not only by principles of good business; 
they are dictated by our desire to do good ministry. 
Monte Alverno is a ministry, not a business. It is, 
however, run in a very businesslike manner! 
     As individuals and groups have approached us 
and asked if we could offer programs designed  
especially for them, or to allow them to use our   
facilities to offer their own programs, we adjust to 
meet those spiritual needs. As it turns out, that is 
also good business, because this sacred place is 
being utilized more fully.  
     Some programs we offer don’t show up on our 
calendar. For instance, in the past six months    
Sister Marlene has facilitated weekday meetings 

The Last Word 



Suggested Offerings for 2009 
Weekend: 2 nights, 5 meals $155.00 

Evening Program with meal: $  22.00 

Evening Program without meal:  $  15.00 

Day Program with meal:  $  25.00 

Private Retreat (1day)  $  55.00 
(overnight & meals) 

Directed Retreat (1day)  $  75.00 
(overnight & meals) 

Preached Retreats (6 day)  $ 390.00 

Directed Retreats (6 day) $ 450.00 

Group rates per day: $10 per person + 
meals + overnight + $50 per staff input, if 
applicable, + considerations. 

     Reservations for any 
program can be made by 
completing the application form 
below, or by calling Monte 
Alverno at (920) 733-8526, or by 

contacting one of the event 
promoters, or by registering 
through the Center’s website: 
www.montealverno.org.  

                                                                                                                        

1000 N Ballard Rd 
Appleton WI  54911-5198 

montealverno.org   (920) 733-8526 thecapuchins.org 

Attached is my offering of $20.00 for my retreat Reservation 

on _____________   (This amount will apply to the total for my retreat).                          
 Date 

Name:______________________________________________________________                          
 First Name                                                            Last Name 

Spouse's Name: __________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________    Zip: _________________ 

Phone Number: __________________________________ 

Parish: ____________________________________________________________ 

Is this your first retreat here?      Yes [   ]    No [   ] 

Make check payable to: Monte Alverno Retreat & Spirituality Center 

Monte Alverno Retreat & Spirituality Center Application Form 

1000 N. Ballard Rd, Appleton, WI 54911-5198 

     The 2009 schedule of        
programs is provided as an    
insert in this DIGEST. 

********** 


