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MY NAME IS…..

A WALK THROUGH THE DOORS OF A DETROIT SOUP KITCHEN 

Detroit, MI (January 9, 2008)….My Name Is . . .Portraits and table stories from the Capuchin Soup Kitchen invites readers to meet the people who walk through the doors of a Detroit soup kitchen.

Inspired by Capuchin friar Brother Vince Reyes’ daily conversations with soup kitchen guests, My Name Is . . . gives a glimpse into the lives of people who are largely ignored or misunderstood by our society.
“Many may see a homeless individual as a failure,” Brother Vince explains.  “But that person has his or her own story.  They have dreams, aspirations, families, and fears.  This book was compiled to show that we are all the same.  We’re not so different.”
Each individual featured was professionally photographed.  Contributing photographers include Detroit Free Press’ Ed Haun and Chip Somodevilla; Detroit News’ Steve Perez and Elizabeth Conley;  and Capuchin friar Vincent Reyes.  
“The goal of the photographers was to capture the essence of each person, to reach beyond the person’s exterior that has been affected through life experiences,” Reyes remarks.  We wanted each person’s soul to shine through.”

“The stories are as unique as the people themselves,” Reyes continues.  “But there are common threads.  One common thread is that people are grateful to be alive.  They thank God daily for what they have.”

My Name Is . . . gives life to the numbers behind the soup kitchen.   It is a powerful testament to the strength, hope, and courage of Detroit’s neediest residents.  For anyone interested in sociology or urban issues, this volume will be a moving and informative read.
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Background:  Over a yearlong period, more than 140 visitors to the soup kitchen had their portraits taken by five different photographers, and around 70 of these people were interviewed. Their resulting stories show the life and vitality of those who walk the streets and sidewalks of Detroit and give a name and face to the often-used term, “Poor of Detroit.” 

About Capuchin Friar Vincent Reyes, O. F. M. Cap.:  Reyes has been a Capuchin Francisan friar since 1961 and has served as the Pastoral Director of the Capuchin Soup Kitchen in Detroit.  He is a photographer and videotographer and is currently working on his second book:  the thoughts, reflections, and experiences of being an emergency room chaplain in one of Illinois’ busiest trauma centers.    
About the Capuchin Soup Kitchen:  Founded in 1929, the Capuchin Soup Kitchen serves Metro Detroit by providing food, clothing, and spiritual counsel to those in need.  Frequently preparing and serving 2,000 meals a day, the Capuchin Soup Kitchen also distributes household items and operates a shower program, food pantry, and children’s tutoring and art therapy program. Additionally, its Earth Works organic garden produces 6,000 pounds of vegetables for Detroit’s hungry, and educates the community in regards to sustainable relationships between human beings and the earth.  

The soup kitchen is a ministry of the Province of St. Joseph of the Capuchin Order, which is headquartered in Detroit and serves Capuchin ministries worldwide.
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